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PRELIMINARY, ECONOMIC STATEMENT RELATING TO CANTALOUPES 


PRODUCED IN IMPERIAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, 


AND YUMA COUNTY, ARIZONA 


Summary and Conclusions 


1. Cantaloupes end related muskmelons are shipped in large volume 
from Imperial County, California, and Yuma County, Arizona, during the same 
period in June:and July.:. Shipment regulations in these months should ap- 
ply to both counties. 

2. Cantaloupes and related melons produced in these two counties 
in 1937 were shipped throughout the United States and to Canada. Over 98 
per cent of the carlot shipments originating in the area were billed outside 
of California and Arizona. 

3. No official statistics are available with which to compute pur- 
chasing power in relation to the pre-war basé period, 1910-1914, In com 
parison with the post-war base period, 1919-1929, prices received by growers 
have been below parity with the prices paid by farmers in each of the past 
eight seasons. Prices to growers in 1938 will be below parity if they do 
not average approxinately $1.43 per standard crate for the season, 

4. Newly developed disease-resistant strains of cantaloupes have a 
tendency toward producing an unusually high proportion of large melons, 

5. Orates of large or small melons commonly sell at discounts in 
terminal markets. Restricting the shipment of undesirable sizes could be 
expected to increase prices and returns to growers. 

6. Under 1938 demand conditions, net returns to growers for melons 
on the vine can be increased by limiting the quantity harvested and shipped 


in interstate commerce. 


7. The size distribution of cantéloupes shipped from Imperial 
Valley, 1937, were as follows; Jumbo 271s, 19 per cent; Jumbo 36's, 
45 per cent; Jumbo 45's, 26 per cent; Standard crates, 5 per cent; 
Pony crates, 3 per cent; Flets, 1 per cent; and Irregular crates, 1 per 


8. A list is attached to this sbatement giving additional 


t , 


sources of detailed data relating to canteloupes and related melons 


grown in Imperial and Yuma Counties. 


PRELIMINARY ECONOMIC STATEMENT RELATING TO CANTALOUPES 


PRODUCED IN IMPERIAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 


AND YUMA COUNTY, ARIZONA 


Introduction 

patke hanna s and other related melons of. the muskme Lon group, Honey 
Ball, Honey oeae Casaba, and Persian Reus (not ‘alee on Pe have 
been Bee on a commercial scale in the Imperial Pettey section of pe 
County, paleornta, for some thirty yeers or more, Boginning | in 1918, Ee 
United States Department of Agriculture has reported anmelly on the acresgc, 
yiold, production, price received by erdvers, and total value of the crop 
in the Imperial Valley and in Arizona. Carlot aPiemente- on musknelons 
have been reported for Arizona for the sane period, and for the Valley 
since 1922. Prior to ig2e, California Romantics not segregated by 
shipping points. Tables I and II show these datartor the eee Valley 
and for Arizona fron 1918 to. 1937, with present indications of 1938 acreage 
in the Valley. Production and price date for Yuna County, ere aie pregiee 


shown separately, the Arizona data being reported as totals and averages 


for Yuma, Maricopa, and Pinal Counties combined. ‘It is probable, however, 


that on the average, year to year changes from Yuma County vary directly 


with changes for the entire state, and therefore conclusions drawn from 


the state reports will be valid for Yuma County. 


Table III, specially prepared for the Agricultural Adjustment Ad~ 


ministration by the California Cooperative Crop Reporting Service, shows. 


acreage, yield, and production of canteloupes alone produced in the Imperial 


Valley from 1928 to 1937. 


Shipping Season 


Imperial County supplies the earliest shipment’ of melons in the United 


— 
“maple I 


Cantaloupes and Related Melons Produced in Imperial Valley, California 
1918 —- 1938 


Acreage, Yield, Production, Farm Price, Cash Income, and Carlot Shipments 


Se 


Season Av. Cash Carlot. 
Year Acreage Yield Production Farm Price Income Shipments - 
vet oyind ) ye nee, Bok aaah Tinian Aelia ile Saleen Te 

acres cuataege thous. dollars thous. cars 

be crates/1 per crate. dollars 
1918 10,900 200 wie 188 2.88 63278: ce neers 
1919 14,000 209 2,926 Ae Lt 6,349 key o10/2 
1920 21,370 162°" Sseeey ee 717? 1s ,251/2 
1921 21,350 173 3, 604i, pedivOS., yn 6, O21 m0 ey Bees 
1922 31,330 140 4,306. S61 15, Bea eae 
1923 26,100 ‘eae 4,776)” 326 "0. 7oaee eee 
1924 81,000 190 15, B90. ORL EBS Oe eg Ge eS eee 
1925 27 560 180 4,961 2.07 10,269 Ig ate 
1926 35 , B00 143 5,048 eo °)~=S:tC« ee 
1927 32 520 6 ie 159 6, O29uj. 5 91649 n04,1y 8, 983 15,439 
1928 33,460 186 6,224 1.60,°. 9,958). aon 
1929 38,360 175°?" SB Peg V63  /E0} 94a" age 
1930 50,900 0211S: /onowiSs Re el Se) eee ass 11,151 
1931 51, 640 152 7,849 1.14 8,948 . 12,986 
1932 45,250: * PP 2G 6,405/6° 1515 Bano) ae 
1933 35,540 shi lel at lh OD LS (ius US a acne 6,311. 
1934 27,900 160 4,464 1.40 6,250 6,553 
1935 28, 650 « a7 ensomess. 1.20 vid SERRE eee 
1936 _ 24,150 er ie iis 1.40 5,240. 5,179 
1937 29 , 890 180 - 5,380 Tso, 6,994 8,301 
1938 27 ,000/4 [5 UB. ate eaten Wasi {5 


- California State total; shipments not segregated by districts neiae to 1922. 
4. Includes quantities not pees le seca, 1, 693, eh crates; 1933, 357,000 
' erates. 
/4. Preliminary. ee Not yet erstlatiey, 
Source of data: U. §. Dept. Agr., Bur. Agr. Econ. 
Cols...1-5. inp)... Crop RARE Boerd, Commercial Truck Crops 
for Shipment - Cantaloupes (Market) 
1918-1927, September 29, SE Rae 
1928~1935, TC-36; 1219, December 18, 1936. 
1936-1937, TC-37; 1218, December 17, 1937. 
1938, TC-38; 407, April 13, 1938. 
Col. 6, Div. Fruits & Vegetables, Carlot . Shipments of Fruits 


‘and Vegetables, by Commodities States, and Months, annual summaries. 


fe Stendard crates 12x12x22-1/8 inches, containing 45 melons. . 


ero. 


Table II 
Cantaloupes and Related Melons Produced in Arizona 
S18 = 1938 
Acreage, Yield, Production, Farm Price, Cash Income, and Carlot Shipments 
eee Meets pcnsOn ys | (Cash Carlot 
weer $ aoe : pees. , STS EA ete Farm Price ; Income : Shipments 
z 2 3 4 x 6 
acres crates/1 thous. collars thous. cars 
mn crates/l’. per crate Gollars 

Lae Ms Ay 060 180 461 1.85 853 i bed 
OLS ‘4,600 160 736 Veto 1,288 1, 832 
1920 2,740 170 ey cole ae aa res B16 1,159 
gee 3, 880 Lie 667 dire - 834 1,504 
wee 2,700 180 486 ee 656 Loos 
1923 2,000 © 225 450 1.00 450 eos 
1924 4,000 200 800 1.02 816 1,864 
E925 6,000 Pa) TP aD0 eo ne ls re! Beuor 
1926 1,000 200 1,400 Lede 1,848 3,146 
Lesh 10; 900° 190 200 (1,46 2,004 4,640 
L328 11,000 180 1,980 1.34 O08 5,224 
i929 11,500 176 2,024 1625 2,050 D,LoS 
il 258 las 50 a pea msc 2,088 90 1,879 5,436 
LOS. 13,800 Ven Tees 085 1,465 4,461 
1932 12,500 120 1,800/2 040 ete. 4.56 3,020 
1933 8,100 140 - 1,134 /2 fe, “240 : 288 L922 
1934 5, 700 150 855 Ds ore a iia a 2,398 
1935 10,000 140 1400/2 se re rags 2,961 
1936 11,500 140 1,610/2 Tce facume CeO 3,273 
Toate 9,430 120 Looe 1.25 Nee 2, 840 
1938 [3 [4 [4 [4 [4 es 


Stancard crates, 12xl2x22-1/8 inches, containing 45 melons. 

Incluces quantities not harvested: 360,000 crates in 1932, 414,000 crates 
in 1933, and 350,000 crates in 1935, and 410,000 crates in 1936. 

/3. Report due May12, 1938. /4. Not yet available. 


source of data: Us S. Dept. Agr., Bur. Agr. Econ, 
Cols. 1-5 incl., Crop Reporting Board, Commercial Truck 
Crops for Shipment - Cantaloupes (Market) 
' 1918-1927, September 29, 1931. 
1928-1935, TC-36: 1219, December 18, 1936. 
Moos es(.) Tonos 1218, December 17, 1937. 
Col. 6, Div. Fruits & Vegetables, Carlot Shipments of 


Fruits and Vegetables by Commodities, States, and Months, annual summaries. 
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Table “Lil 


Acreage, Yield, and Production of Imperial Valley Cantaloupes 


1928 - 1937 


(Exclusive of Honeydews, Honeyballs, ana Miscellaneous ifelons ) 


Year Acreage : “Yield (%. Productton 
“ 2 3 
acres crates per acre 1,000 crates 
1928 ely oLo TS « 4, 836 
1929 “- 28,638 TOO). ae 5,425 
1930 "26,965 106), By 918 
LoS Day CoO 148 ES one) 
tose 40,915 LO: Tee »4, 019 
) (Harvested) °3,179 
1933. 22,702 108 2,452 
1934 ety Olt ri Lae 2 2,849 
1935 19,128 ~~ Jee 2,200 
1936 , 15,551 soe. 148 2,503 
1937 OU), coy ot U5 3,569 
1930 Mildew particularly bad. 
1331 Mildew early, but late crop good. 
1932 Proratesin eifecvem = 
TS ee Mildew particularly baa. 
1934" Mildew bad on Hale's Best; late plantings good. 
1935 °° Mildew baé on Hale's, Best; about 1/2 acreage 
experimental resistant strains. : 
1936 First year of 45 Resistant melon; no milcew. 
L936 


Second year of 45: Resistant melon; sizes too large. 


Source of data: 


Prepared for Agricultural Adjustment Administration 
by California Cooperative Crop Reporting Service, - 
Sacramento, California, April 14, 1938. 


ee 


States, normally beginning in the latter part of April or in early May. 
Arizona shipments usually begin three to four weeks later than Imperial. 
Both areas ship heavily in June, and shipments rarely extend in signifi- 
cant volume beyond July 1. The seasonal ae of ine eee areas do not 
coincide, but the United States total. Be oe ae occur waile both are: 
ones heavilye Tables IV and V show caily shipments in the 1936. and: 
1937 seasons by areas. Peak Gays are marked by asterisks He BRASS the 
importance of the Valley ana Arizona in comparison with shipments from 
other arease Yuma County shipments are heaviest in June, as is the case 
with Imperial County, ana the two areas are therefore properly to be grouped 
together in any attempt to regulate shipments of cantaloupes. Table VI 
shows annual shipments of cantaloupes and related melons, with Imperial 
County and Arizona in per cent of the total for the United States. 
Interstate Commerce 

Cantaloupes and related melons produced in Imperial County and Ari- 
zona are distributed foe) parts of the Unites States and to Canada. In 
1937, shipments from the Imperial Valley, Gietien July 10) were billed to 
45 states, the District of Columbia, and bane provinces in Canada. Ship- 
ments from Arizona points (through July 20) were billed to 20 states, the 
District of Columbia, and four Canadian provinces. | 

Of the 13,474 cars shipped from the two areas during the period for 
which destination records are available, only 254 cars, or 2 per cent, were 
billed to points within the states of Arizona ané California. The balance, 


13,220 cars, or 98 per cent, entered interstate ana foreign commerce. 


i 


Table IV rede 


Daily Carlot Shipments of Cantaloupes from Imperial County, 
California, Arizona, Other California, Other States, 
and United States Total, April 18 to July 31, 1936 
(Not Including Related Melons) 


Imperial : ; : : > United ‘ Cumulated 
Date rg 7, @ APEAONS oo SOT Merey Mme eds 5 4 . 
1938 County : i 4 1; ee : States > Ue Se 
: California: 2 ; Cebieunte () See ee ees 
n | Pee aay 5 6 

7 Cars: cars “Cars cars Cars -—«=—sears 
toril is ee a Pi. | Be. 1 

Total Me aa ee ar a ae hae 
April 19 ie a us - ie 
20 2 ae of ne 2 
21 i ee sai ae 1 
22 2 ie oe -- 2 
23 3 ae Be B 
24 2 =< _~ -- 2 
25 4 it = ae 4 

Total 14 -- -- me 14 hi) 
pNepesell) 216, 6 “= “= -- oS 
met or, 8 ae a us 6 
28 10 ae _ ne 10 
99 eh = a ae ite 
30 6 -- a a 6 
May . 1 g = ae ih 8 
2 13 ce ant aa ie 

Total 60 ae ae = 60 75 
May 3 13 57 == — 13 
A 21 -— -~ = 21 
5 21 =e x on a 
6 ot -- -- -- 24 
7 23 ee a ees 2B 
8 24 2 =a = 24 
9 23 ie g Anne) tec 23 

Total 149 —— =a Sa ch oa Pe 224 
May 10 25 ay. > es Se 25 
11 27 — ee ae 27 
13 29 ae a = 29 
13 42 -~ -— — 42 
14 54 ae = oe 54 
15 69 ae eo = 69 
16 (ake = =e es 1) 

TOue. S25 — rer ae Lvees 547 


(Continued) 


ans ae 
Table LV 


Daily Carlot Shipments of Cantaloupes from Imperial County, 
California, ‘Arizona, Other California, Other. States, 
and Unitea States Total, April 18 to July 31,.1936 
(Not Including Related Melons) 


Imperial United ; Cumulated 


Date ‘Arizona ' Other * Other 
County  . : 5 ies _ States - Wes 
1936 California ie : . ‘Cala prornLa ; States Total Total 
al a 3 A 5) 6 
cars cars cars cars cars cars 
May 17 63 ne -- -— 63 
18 73 iy -- -~ 74 
19 70 1 -~ -- eae 
PAO) 64 1 -- -- ae 
21 59 rs -~ ] 61 
22 OS i -~ -- 64 
23 67 a -- -- 68 
Total 459 6 —-- i! 466 LOLS 
May 24 59 fi -~ -- 10) 
2D 79 2 -- 2 83 
26 90 Ai —- al 92 
D7, 94. 5 -~ 5 104 
28 91 5 -- 4. 98 
29 107 9g -- a) 125 
30 88 10 -- es pet 
Total 608 oi => BA 673 1,686 
May 31 79 10 a 10 99 
June 79 14 -- 13 106 
2 95 ree -- 14 121 
3 88 22 -- 6 LAG 
4 90 ak -- W 118 
5 97 26 -- a 126 
6 138 40 a 1 180 
Total 666 145 i 54 856 Pin, Say 
dune: “7 132 SL — -- 163 
8 162 54 1 ] 218 
9 164* 58 1 a 2204 
Ane) ion 40 —— 1 ee 
at 132 45 2 -- 179 
a te 28 ] il Ray 
13 130 23 a i 155 
Total 973 279 6 5 dB oes 3,915 


(Continued) 


ee 
Table IV 
Daily Carlot Shipments of Cantaloupes from Imperial County, 
California, Arizona, Other California, Other, States, 
ana United States Total, April 18 to Jul yer L266 
(Not Including Related Melons) 


eS eeeeeeeee—e—EEeE—E—E—E————— eee 


otc ee elena aa Other > other + 3 sa : ae ae 
ee ey 1. Galifornia = Svaves em Se ae mee 
ree Californie A : : : Be ey ites eei ee oe ANeherss 
fi 2 3 4 | 5 6 
ears ears cars cars cars cars 
June 14 Wey 29 ] -- isye! 
15 124 35 ue -- 160 
16 WZ 40 1 I L7O 
NY TAS 36 Hi 1 153 
18 Neal 42 2 i 166 
19 140 50 3 7 200 
20 132 60 2 Wg 201 
Total 888 292 iiyi ee 1,208 5, 02s 
June 21 162 62 5 “} 250 
22 142 82: 6 10 240 
Zo 14 95 Le lel 263 
24 Lv 94 ie) 15 232 
25 90 93 D4. he 219 
25 88 129 Be 8 257 
re, ‘67 156 49 ic 269* 
Total 804. fait 131 64 Were) 6, roo 
sune 2S 54 ILS 26 4. 239 
29 34 185 PAG) 13 poo 
30 Bl 189 23 17 260 
July it 20 200* ell 9 250 
es 28 159 4 22 250 
& 19 122 22 3O 193 
4 LG) ae SL 14 LO? 
Total 196 1,062 167 109 1,534 8, 267 
duly 5 9 89 26 1 125 
6 8 97 26 9 14 
£, 6 68 25 ‘12 109 
8 2 62 19 15 98 
9 Hes BAL 19 NS LOL 
1G ali ane) 19 Be 30 
ih 2 56 17 BS ei 
Total 31 A?2 149 122 Vd 9,041 


(Continued) 


aoe 
Table IV 


Daily Carlot Shipments of Cantaloupes from Imperial County, 
California, Arizona, Other California, Other States, 
‘1 ana United States Total, April 18 to July 31, 1936 
(Not Including Relatcd Melons) 


Date ae Keicons fiher iRitneno a! ee aera 8 3 
Se 1936 . oun ty j 1 5 ali ia fF tat aves - e e 
ee a ue ea Tibelen:  Tebad 
ie ze 3 4, 5 6 
7 cars cars cars cars cars cars 
July 12 ie 41 PA 14 Tet 
13 2 48 iad 30 a0) 
14 Hi 58 33 50 142 
LS -— 38 ao 49 123 
16 1 21 35 a 114 
Ly -- 18 43* pee 118 
18 i 14 37 58 105 
Total car = B09 236 310 790 cieres 
duly 19 -- i 36 A5 88 
20 -- » es 32 74 
el a if 28 40 76 
22 -- 6 24 36 66 
eo -- 3 24 Ge, 66 
24 -- 3 26 38 67 
20 -- -- 24 33 57 
Total eat 35 195 263 494 10, 325 
July 26 -- 1 21 18 40 
Be -- a 14 34 49 
° 28 o— =o 9, 53 42 
29 =~ =~ 8 ae 40 
30 -— 7 24 ith 61 
od -- ~~ 8 PAL 29 
pote! ee ie. 84 te ents: 261 10,586 
Total Through 
OULy ol Digs to ep aatas: 980 1,154 10,586 


* Denotes peak day. ; os 
joe Yuma County, Arizona. Shipments not show separately in 1936. 


pource of data: U. S. Dept. Agr., Burs Agr. Eecon., Official Records. 
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Table VI 


Annual Carlot..Shipments of Canteloupes and Related Melons by Areas 


1926-1937 2-2: 

ie ae Imperial 

: ab . : . Valley & 

Year  ., Imperial . Arizona ; Other ; Other : United . Arig. in 
Velley , ; Calif. ,. States . States . Per cent 

: : . te PLOUaL* OL, Uso 

; aP ) ; i . Total 
ee eee ee ewer oN 4B pa ag 

cars cars cars cars cars per cent 
1926 14,038 Sele 4,282 11,392 33,424 53.1 
UO ere ake) hes ay opyailies 4,284 . 9,135 DOR (02 6345 
iene. 18,819 Sigg KOHL 6,488 7,486 38, 694 63.9 
UES ee) a0 1 _, b, 457 6,543 intoo.. 8 AO. OAD’. » 64.3 
1930 © igs cillyal 5,834 5,455 O, (19 36,179 66.4 
ISL Bn egal 4,542 S910 6,333 36 , 582 71.8 
1932 13,514 obo? Lids 5,944 26,322 64.2 
1933 10,481 1,922 een - 4,630 19,154 64,8 
1934 fhe hegal 2,468 Ate 2,984 19,300 70.7 
1935 9, 843 3,022 2, 830 4,481 20,176 636.7 
1936 hewcelt@) 3,425 2,458 4,234 ae lel Ohare 66.7 
1937 HS OLS Onedds ayaa os 7 ace e 25,568. t1)'O 


source of data: U. S. Dept. Borys Our. Acr, Econ., "Carlot Shipments of 
fruits and Vegetables", calendar years, 1926-1937. 


er anee 


Table VII shows destinations of cars shipped from the Valley and Arizona 
by states for the bulk of the 1937 season. 

Kvailable records indicate that approximately 1,300 carloads of 
cantaloupes ‘and relatod melons were shipped by motor truck to Los ees 
from the Imperial Valley, but Decne Artie isolation of the producing 
area from other Large markets, it is not likely that any considerable 


volume moved by motor truck in interstate commerce. 


wise 


Purchasing Power Parity Prices 
culture relating to prices received in 1910-14 by growers of cantaloupes 
in the area covered by the proposed marketing azreoment. Therefore, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act — 
of 1937, as amended, farm prices falling within the post-war base period, -- 


August, 1919, through July, 1929, were used in computing purchasing power. 


parity prices. These seasons include the ten crops Rarveevee ion 1920 ~ 
through 1929. The computations so made Dee gro et ee three qualifications: 
first, official farm price statistics, as reported by the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics, do not differentiate between cantaloupes anda other 
nélons, but incluce all varieties of muskmelons; sccond, price data for 
Yuma County, Arizona, are not PGi 8 separatcly from Maricopa and Pinal 
Counties, a summary report being issucd each season for the state of Ari- 
gona as a waole; anc third, approximately five per cent of the shipments 
from Imperial and Yuma Countics in 1929 occurred in August. It does not 
appear, however, that the purchasing power parity price for the current 
season would differ significantly if it wore possible to make the adjust- 


ments necessary to refine the computations to include only farm prices of 


pes) a 
Table VII 


- Carlot: Distribution: of: Cantaloupes and Related Melons Shipped 
from Arizona and Imperial County, yet Ores 
1937 Season jel 


Saips | | From .  Ship- = From 
ments. «* aoa, ot Timperia > - mente in erate Imperial 
to ‘Arizona : County motel | to Arizona County : Total 
eit Gee oe Sie: 7 anion Lg 1. ee 2: 3 
- - Cars - - ' - - Cars -- 
Alabama‘ ss" 13° WeLGe i New Mexicov we ely ed it 
Arizona oe 3 3! New York e272 3,189 3,461 
Poeeisas 6 oe 2 ee eet” oyorth: Carolina et 14 14 
California 3 248 251 : North Dakota <: 12 16 
Colorado 50 134 Loaseee hice ore hevigen®. U76) 939 
Connecticut 14 177 191 ! Oklahoma —— 28 28 
Dist. of .Co.10 125 PeomeeeenOreson ae) m= TRE 124 
Florida . 2 OO) js ol: Pennsylvania 180 1,495 1,675 
Georgir. _- Clam omel +) Rhode Island ’ 4 68° 72 
... Idaho -- 30 30 + South Carolina -- Beall i 
Illinois 268 1,303 LeOFL ‘ South Dakota > 18 ye) 
. Indiana 1 or Bes a 98 ‘ Tennessee . Z 56 58 
Lowa 33 146 179 +: Texas 3 79 82 
Kemeas fe-..2c17o oye 65 80 «+ Utah ey ct eee, 38 
Kentucky 7 5e 59 : Vernont A s) 10 
Louisiana 5 7 29 84 Virginia . —— 28 28 
Maine ie site 28 : Washington ct A jachee 200 
Maryland 9 187 196 {: West Virginia..-5. 46 51 
Mass® + ° 98 599 Bove uc Wrecunein © 2" 118 160 
Michigan’ 102 Soom | og). = Wyoning —— 12 nee 
Minnesota —° 57 159 216. :! Total United wpOOUe LL acOeeile. oo 
Missouri 148 630 778 States 
Montana. ° -~ 61 61 > Canada Balsto) oo 458 624 
Nebraska 30 103 133 : 
Gilevedss s+ Woteeeee © Se) teeGrend otal: 1,746.19,728°115;474/1 
New Jersey 8 108 1 6ey. 5 
a meorAri a yeerealit. sy 
1 Lin per pent: OE 0 ee on 1,9 
Total 


= Reports of distribution ceased herons all cars had been shipped. 


Source of data: Col. 1; U. S. Dept. Agr., Bur, Agr. Econ,, Arizona Fruit 
and Vogetable Standardization Service cooperating. Foederal-State 
Market:: News, "Review 1937 Marketing Soe ason Arizona Cantaloupes", 
July 22, 1937. : 

COs. U's tre Dept. fer,, Bur. Aer.’ Econ., California 
Dept. Agr. cobporating, - Federal-State Market News Service, "Review 
of the 1937 Inperial Valley Cxntaloupe Senson", July 17, 1937. 
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cantaloupes grown in Imperial and Yuma Peet enon tidubise period 
defined By the. Acts... | 

“The. neighted average farm price series used in computing purchasing 
ga parity was constructed by multiplying ime season average farm price 
in ‘each: area by the harvested production of melons - in that area, adding the 


products. and dividing by the combined total harvested production. ps 
Weightod average prices teceived by growers have been below parity, 

in Eee with prices paid " farmers for commodities used in living 
and : production, in each ee since the expiration of the base ‘period. 
Prices Perecred have. rang sod ‘yethoen 73. 4 per cent oF parity prices in (1930 
ad 98.6 per cent of parte ie 1934, averaging 85.0 per cent of parity for 
ii past. eight scasons. Present indications are that the 1938 Pena price 
will be eproweters $1.43 per crate to growers. A comparison of joie 1 
prices and parity prices is showman tablo VIII. 
Yorictal soe Supa ined 
| Percentages of total acreage in Inperial County planted to different 
varicties of cantaloupes and other melons in recent years are shown call 
table IX, Resistant strains have recently completers rome other ave 
etlies of cantaloupes, and cut heawily into Honey Dew and Honey Ball Acreage 
in 1938. This is the first season since 1927 that these two wrieties have 
anounted'to less than 20 per cent of total plantings, and in. terns of actual 
Acreng 22 it is:the smallest since 1926.6 

: The Recieenen No. 45 strain has apparent ly solved ee Major prob- 


lens, of Be On and teertay ’ but has presented seen pees prob= 


ieee The: serie is long bearing Egat apparently fairly hig oh Seneca Es 


poe 


..labLe VIII 


Purchasing Power Parity Prices.of Cantaloupes.and Related Melons/1 
Produced in Impérial County, California, and. Arizona 
In Terms of Dollars'per Standard Crate 


eo tern inde OE, een Prices HAA 
Season/2 : Price/3..; of Prices :. Parity : Above (+) or ; Price 
es ae: 8 3 Pata by ~ y'Prices +° -Below.:(—) an Per. cent 
7 farmmers;4 9.) Parity .-..:-.of.Parity 
ey Diss ar aon pee sige 5 
dollars per cent dollars dollars per cent 
Aver. 1920-1929 1.82 100.0 Mipiicce be ~ 200.0 
1930 Teele 90.6 iilas) - .44 nO Ae os 
1931 ib sOke, Geo 1.41 - 352 nek LO eee 
1932 i Ol 66.9 Lice Pa ry ie 82.0 
1933 Oe 68.1 1.24 - «20 t7 OSs 
1934 1..39 76.9 1.40 rn er) Se) ss, 
1935 t.16 78.1 1.42 —- eat 83.1 
1937 1.29 81.2 1.48 Seek be, ae epee 
1938 | : “728.8 eT as 


7AM Includes Honeyball, Honeydew, Casaba, and Persian melons, not reported 
separately. eee, 

/2. Sgason for farm prices, mainly May through July; season for Index of Prices 
Paid by Farmers, August through July. 

/3. Weighted average farm price for Imperial County, California, ‘and Arizona, thi 
season average farm price in each area being woighted by harvested produc- 
tion. : i hi Cia : 

/4. dugust 1919-July 1929 = 100 per cent. 


source of datas: U.S. Dept. Agr., Bur. Agr. Econ.: 
gers | Col. 1 - Crop Reporting Board, Conmercial Truck Crops 

for Shipment, Cantaloupes, for Market; 

1920-1927, mimeographed report, Sept. <9, 1921; 

1928-1935, riineographed report, TC-36:1219, Dec, 18, 1936; 

1936-1937, Truck Crop Report, T0~37:1218, Dec. 17, 1937, 
Col. 2 - Div. of Statistical and Historical Research. 
Col. 3 - Average price, 1920-1929, multiplied by col. 2, 
Col. 4- Col. 1 minus col. 3. 
Col. 5 —- Col. 1 expressed as a percentage of col. 3. 


Neg 
Table IX 
Percentage Distribution of Acreage by Varieties of Cantaloupes 


and Related Melons Grown in Imperial County, 
California, 1926-1938 


es 


“ou Resis~  t Per- Hades... : Palvora: Honey : Honey ' Others : Total 
| tants = fectos’: _ Best: | :  VeesDews <: Balls ee oes | 
Ce, ee ee : a ah 6 os eee 
3 oa, ~ percent =, — 
19267 0: A A? Zia ee ee st 2 5 100 
1927 = 23 34 25 9. 5 A ie Ata 
192see. OD 18 46 9 13 Bae | 4 100 
1929 3 -"* 0 24: Asuna mee 14 poet i 100 
1960 = 0 ah eee 15 a 0 100 
19a 0 16 - eae 1 17 des 0 100. 
19g2r eG Coot aoe a 19 ioe 0 100° 
1933 + 0 10: soa eS) 16 ape 3 100, 
1934 9 13 54 0 14 9 1 100 
1935 56 9 lh S's ie, 13 0 100 
1936 iso) i. Se 0 0 23 ae, 0 100 
1937 68 0 0 0 22 10 0 100 
1938/1 82 OL 0 ob Me Gehan ee 0 100° 


lay Preliminary. 
source of data! 1926-1947, U. S.:- Dept. Agr., Bur. Agr. Econ., Market News Service, 

and Calif. Dept. .Agr., Market News Seryice, Gooperating, "Review — 
-of the 1937 Imperial Valley Cantaloupe Season", by A. EB. Prugh 
and W. R. Goodwin, Brawley, Calif., July 17, 1937. 


1938, Computed from U. S. Dept. Agr., Bur. Agr. Econ., Commercial 
‘cin: truck, Orops: for. Shipment, Cantaloups. (Including Miscellaneous 
» .Melons) .TC-38:318, March 22, 1938.. 


Bea ia 
is very resistant to mildew, and mature mclons are firm end vell fleworcd. 
Finally, ae: can’ bé picked fully ripe and shipped to the Hest Coast, 
arriving in excellent Mesctophots The abrain However: Nes 2 tendency to 
produce large cantaloupes which are considered less desirable by the dis— 
tributing trade and consequently sell at discounts. It is possible that 
in future seasons there may be a shift id domand toward the larger sizes 
hich can be sliced into thirds or quarters, instead of the usual halves 
for serving, but at present the high proportion of large sizes is an econ- 


omic disadvantage. 


Size Affects Price and Returns to Growers 


1 


Table X ead: eee price Ponede ie eres Por california canta~ 
loupes on the New York wholesale market on specified days in the 1937 sca- 
son. With the factors cf color of flesh, quality, and condition approxi- 
mately constant, the price differentials there shown can be ascrited to 
trade Pretanence fae certain sizes. Pony me Soy contedning 45 or 54 


45 


he) 


melons, consistently sold at discounts under standard crates containin 
melons, and under Jumbo crates conteining 45 or 36 melons. Jumbo 27's sold 
at approximately the same prices as pony crates. In the micdle of the see- 
son, after tne period of. very high prices and wide ditferentials when 
Tees first reached the merket, these discounts of ten were as much as $1.25 
per crate. Similar price spreads are shown for Arizona cantaloupes in 
table XIe 

This preference for medium sizes is not peculiar to @nteloupes on 
the New York market. While there are variations in perticuler preferences 
from market to market and from period to period within seasons, similar 


premiums on medium sizes and discounts on large and small sizes are well-known 
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in marketing lettuce, celery, cauliflower, onions, citrus, plums, ana many 
other fruits and vegetables which are packed in standard-sized containers 


ana sola by count. There are usually specific preferences for large anc 


MI 4 


small sizes in small quantities, which may leac to premium prices, put these 
channels may casily be overloaded, with the result that premiums are quickly 
changed to substantial ciscounts. 


hipping less desirable Biced Of cHaveloaped to aistant markets aur- 
ing hot Fontes fete in losses to growers and shippers in two WaySe 
First, there is the obvious loss, commonly callec "red ink", when the sale 
price at terminal markets is insufficient to cover A cent costs of harvest—- 
ine, packing, freight, refrigeration, ana selling commissions. In the Im 
perial Valley in 1937, average cost of Hate cates end packing melons in the 
fiela was estimated to be 65 cents per crate. Freight and standard refrig- 
eration on Jumbo crates to New York was $1.76, on standaré crates $1.53, and 
on pony crates $1.28. Selling commission was 15. per cent. Thus, sales 
of Imperial Valley Jumbo packs in New York at $2.75 4 below represented, 
on the average, a slight cash loss from the time the melons were picked, 
without considering production coste “A orice of $2.25 per crate on pony 
packs and $2.50 on standard crates would also represent a direct loss to 
the average growcr end shippere It should be noted that the quotations 
shown for the New York market Go not include prices for poor quality or 


Gamagea cantaloupes, which had to be sola at much sreater discounts than 
9 S 


merely the less Gesirable sizes of good melons. 
i 


The second, and less obvious, loss caused by shipping large or 


small-sizea melons lies in the fact that these melons ade to the total 


~ 25 - 


supply available for Sale, ana thereby tend to reduce the general Devel of 
erices for st) melonse Given the same consumer income, constant supplies 

of competing procuce, and comparablé weather conaitions, it is to be ex— 
pected that a large supoly of cantaloupes will ‘sell ‘at ‘a lower price per 

crate than woulé a smaller supply of the same quality. If the supply is 
reauced by the elimination of the discount sizes, the price level: will go 

up, ana there will be fewer "red-ink" account sales to set off against 
profitable prices. Pack distribution melon sizes for 1937 is given in table XII. 
Factors Affecting Price 

A preliminary technical price analysis of the factors affecting farm 
prices of cantaloupes and related melons proauced in Imperial County and 
Arizona indicates that the major price-making forces are supply, as mcasured 
by harvested procuction, and consumer income, measured by the average index 
of non-agricultural income for the months May, June, and July. These fac- 
tors are shown in table ALD. 

The price-supply relationship, with consumer income in 1938 esti- 
mated to be equivalent to that of 1936, indicates a slightly elastic supply- 
price curve, that is, &ross income increases as harvested production in- 
creasése The farm onioaee Use sin wthe analysis, however, represents 
the season average price received by growers for harvested and packed melons, 
rather than the price for melons on Dnewines In, the 1937 season, the ay— 
erage cash cost to the zrower for harvesting and field packing, including 
the cost of the Shipping crate, was estimated to be approximately 65 cents 
per cratee When this amount is deducted from the estimated farm price 


schecule under demand conditions expected to prevail in 1938 vané at various 
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Table XII - 
Pack Distribution of Cantaloupes Shipped 
from the Imperial Valley in 1937 


(In Terms of Percentages) 


nN 


Crate and Melon size a Per cent 
Jumbo 27 ig 
Jumbo 36 45 
Jumbo 45 26 
Standard 5: 
Pony 3 
Flats zi 
Irregular Ayn 

TOTAL 100 


a 


source of data; Special Survey made by W. B. Studt, 
Economic Analysis Unit, General Crops 
Section, A.A.A., Field Office, San 
Francisco, California 
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Table KIItT: 


Cantaloupes and Related Melons Produced in Arizona 
and Imperial County, California, Farm Price 
and Factors Affecting Farm Price, 


1932-1937 
. Non-Agricultural 
id ie eee eee 
wont vada sale 2 Ulcers Saige 
a a 
dols. per crate 1,000 crates per cent 
1932 1.00 5, 852/3 66.4 
1933 1.04 4,415/3 61.4 
(1934 1.38 5,319 72.0 
1935 ree 18 4,689/3.. By eel 
1936 1.34 4,943 /3 85.3 
1937 1.29 6,512 97.1 
1938 — — 85.3/4 


a i we 

/1. Weighted average farm price for Imperial County, Cali- 
fornia, and Arizone, the season average farm price in 
each area being weighted by harvested production. 

/2. 1924-29 equals 100 per. cent, average of May, June, and 

Oe ode, 

/3. Season in which substantial Quantities were not harvested 
on account of marketing conditions. 

/4. 1938 index estimated to be equivalent tc 1936. 


Source of data; Col. 1&2; U. S. Dept. Agr.,, Bur. Agr. Econ., 
Crop Reporting Board, Commercial Truck Crops for 
Shipment, Cantaloupes for Market; 1930-1935, mimeo-— 
graphed report, TC-36:1219, December Ley POO. 

; 1936-1937, Truck crop 
report, TC-37;1218, December 17, 1937. 
Gol. 35; U.S. Dept, wer., Agr. Adj. Admin., 
Progrem Planning Division, "Monthly Indexes of Non- 
Agricultural and National Inccme!, 
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ke 3 
production levels, it will be seen from table XIV that the actual net 
return to growers for melons on the vine increases as the harvested pro- 
duction decreases, reaching a maximum point at about 4,800,000 crates for 
the two areas combined. | 

This analysis is based upon “the assumptions that the seasonal 
shipping eae Ae and annual size ai stritbution of melons shipped has been 
relatively constant. It should not be. poonsidened to indicate that ship- 
ments should cease ee when 4,800,000 crates have been harvested 
and shipped. Rather, shipments should be restricted when supplies be- 
come large enough to depress prices unduly in the terminal markets. Days 
of excessive shipments should be prevented. The most desirable method 
of controlling shipments would be to climinate the off-grade and discount 
sizes, 
Additional Detailed Data 

The purpose of the foregoing statement has been to present, in 
summarized form, basic ca tie ee operating in the marketing of 
cantaloupes and related Se thers additional naterial ‘relating to 


the cantaloupe industry may be found in the sources cited in the tables 


“included and’ in the attached bibliography. 
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Table XIV 
Cantaloupes and Related Melons Produced ‘in Arizona 

s and Imperial County, California, © 

<f Estimated Farm Price/1, Total Value on Farms, and 

“ Net Estimated Farm Price and’Value/2 

Te ; a ees ci 

, ow Neteisti-~. | 

Harvested : Estimated | Total ‘mated Farm ,' Net Total 

Ps . Production “Farm Price/1! Value ‘Price/2 at ° Value 

' 1938 Level; 0m Farm :y938 Demana: /2 /3 

ancl ve [8 poe ddtica ae ee Esta 
" ae a MS IS ain le 5 

1,000 dollars thousand dollars thousand 
crates per crate ollarss mer crate. dollars 
4,400 1.41 6,204 - 06 3, 344 
4,600 13S 6, 348 Bee 3,558 
4,800 1 ete 6.480 £70 2 3,360 | 
5,000 Le 6,600 ev 3,350 
5,200 1.29 6,708 64 ) 3,828 
5,400 dined a) 6,804 gon 3,294 
5, 600 Tere 6,888 Bias) 8,248 
5,800 eG, 6,960 Poo 3,190 
6,000 lege (mOee | 2k. Op leO 
6,200 1.14 7,068 .49 3,038 
6,400 ieee 7,104 4 2,944 
6,600 1.08 malas (438 2,858 
6,800 10S 7,140 40 2,720 


{tik Estimated from primary regression of graphic multiple 
correlation, prepared by the Economic Analysis Unit of the 
General Crops Section, Agr. Adj. Admin., based on data in 
‘ Table XIII. . 
fe. Net price and value determined by deducting 65 cents fron 
estinated farm price as representing cost of harvesting, 
hauling, packing, and crate for a field pack. 
3 /8. Cols. 3 and 5; derived by multiplying Col. 1 by cols. 2 and 
4° 4, respectively. 
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